
The Threat

Addressing threats to global food security is necessary to ensure 
U.S. national security. With the global population expected to reach 
9 billion by 2050, securing food supply chains will be critical in 
preventing conflict, instability, and crisis-related migration. The 
impacts of years of climate change have serious implications for 
regional and global geopolitical stability and agricultural outputs. 
Famine, once thought largely vanquished, has commingled with 
other humanitarian crises over the past few years. 

FOOD INSECURITY AND ITS IMPACT ON 
NATIONAL SECURITY

Food Stress: After decades of steady decline, the number of people worldwide affected by hunger has been slowly 
increasing in recent years. In 2019 close to 750 million people, roughly one in ten people in the world, were exposed 
to severe levels of food insecurity. 

Extreme Weather: Extreme weather events, agricultural pests, and diseases can trigger crop failures and drive spikes 
in food prices. In addition, oil price shocks affect grain prices through corresponding increases in transportation, 
irrigation, and fertilizer costs.

Pandemics: It’s estimated that the economic and public health consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic may push 
as many as 132 million people into food insecurity. Travel restrictions and lockdowns due to pandemics also disrupt 
supply chains important for the distribution of personnel, insecticides, and equipment.

Terror & Insurgent Groups: Terrorist groups, such as Boko Haram, Al Shabaab, and ISIS, are known to exploit food 
insecurity to further their ambitions of establishing parallel states. Their tactics include using ill-gotten financial 
resources to obtain and distribute food in vulnerable areas to garner public support, degrade government legitimacy, 
and recruit fighters. 

Food Supply Vulnerabilities: Nearly a billion people worldwide depend on the global food system, which is under-
pinned by trade in a handful of crops and fertilizers. The increased efficiencies throughout the complex supply chains 
that stretch across the world have also made them vulnerable to acute shocks.

What is not discussed nearly enough when it comes to food insecurity, is the role it plays as a threat to our national 
security interests. 



Articulate threats: A necessary and well-founded first step is for the federal government to articulate threats to 
regional peace and political stability arising from food stress. 

Funding: Second, U.S. Congress needs to appropriately resource efforts that directly address ecological disruption. It 
is critical that an increase in resource allocation is provided to programs that promote international conservation, 
enhance food security, strengthen pandemic preparation, and build local capacity. 

The Solution
International conservation is essential to the security and survival of the human population as it can, among other 
threats, assure food security and stability.

Research: There is widespread acceptance that the global food system cannot support the planet’s growing popula-
tion despite a history of global investment efforts in novel protein sources and crop modifications. A robust research 
agenda is needed to illuminate the transformative actions necessary to move the global food system away from 
ecological tipping points and towards a safe, secure operating space for humanity. Investment in sustainable agricul-
ture research, including the discovery, testing, and implementation of mechanisms that allow for adaptive manage-
ment and governance of social and ecological systems is also necessary.

Addressing insufficient policies: Aided by technical developments in agriculture, food trade, and early warning 
capabilities, the global number of deaths by famine has steadily declined since the 1970s. Over time, famines have 
become increasingly human-caused, arising largely from government shortcomings and poor policies. Dedicated 
funding and political efforts to address insufficient policies and global governance are critical to prevent future famine.


